
THE RETREAT
Lough Gur, Co. Limerick, V35NX96





A MAGNIFICENT COUNTRY ESTATE OF APPROX. 38 HECTARES (94 ACRES), MASTERFULLY RENOVATED AND ARRANGED AROUND A LANDSCAPED 
COURTYARD. FEATURES INCLUDE A LUXURIOUS POOL HOUSE WITH INFINITY POOL, SELF-CONTAINED GUEST HOUSE, STAFF QUARTERS. AND AN 
AMERICAN BARN ROOFED WITH SOLAR PANELLING.  ALL OVERLOOKING THE HISTORIC LOUGH GUR. A PROPERTY OF EXCEPTIONAL PRIVACY, 
ELEGANCE, AND TIMELESS DESIGN.

Approximately 950 sq.m (10,228.ft)
For Sale by Private Treaty
BER Exempt

THE RETREAT, LOUGH GUR, CO. LIMERICK, V35NX96





SPECIAL FEATURES
•	 This modest 18th century farmhouse has been converted, “inspired by the genius of its landscape” into an 

impressive main residence reached driving 1 Km. through 3 electric gateways to the forecourt for parking 
before entering the courtyard with original farmhouse, extensively renovated under the guidance of the 

restoration architect, Michael Pledge

•	 Luxurious Pool House with 20m infinity pool, sauna, changing room and shower facilities

•	 Courtyard with reclaimed Indian temple doors and landscaped quadrangle with a wall fountain, 
herringbone brick flooring and an ornamental well designed by Catherine FitzGerald and Mark Lutyens & 

planted by Ralph Wickham.

•	 Bespoke kitchen with AGA ovens fuelled by gas and electricity, stone countertops, and custom cabinetry

•	 Hand-painted voile ceiling artwork in main living area, created by Patty Hudak 

•	 Self-contained Guest House with kitchen, living area, two bedrooms, bathrooms and nursery

•	 Additional staff quarters with living room shower room and bedroom 

•	 American barn with two foaling units, rubber matting, and sand turnout area 

•	 Adjoining the Plant rooms for Electric works, Boilers and Well works is a large room, formerly a milking 
parlour, presently used for household storage, and known as the Discotheque

•	 Walled kitchen garden with orchard and nuttery.

•	 Advanced security system by SEAKEL, covering CCTV, fire, and burglary protection

•	 Direct access to Lough Gur from the property grounds 

•	 13 fields, all stock-fenced; one ideal for hill training 

DESCRIPTION

The Retreat, Lough Gur is a truly unique country 
property that effortlessly combines history, luxury, 
and modern living. Set on approx. 38 hectares (94 
acres) of rolling countryside, the property offers 
panoramic views over the historic Lough Gur 
while providing complete privacy and seclusion. 
Despite its tranquil setting, The Farm is just 25 
minutes from Limerick City and 45 minutes from 
Shannon Airport, combining rural tranquillity 
with accessibility, only 20 minutes from the M7 
motorway. Arranged around a beautifully landscaped 
quadrangle designed by Catherine FitzGerald and 
Mark Lutyens and planted by Ralph Wickham, 
the property comprises the original farmhouse, a 
luxurious Pool House, self-contained Guest House, 
and staff quarters, all positioned to maximise views of 
the historic Lough Gur.

HISTORY

The Retreat, Lough Gur has a rich and storied past, 
immortalised by Mary Carbery in her book, The 
Farm by Lough Gur that recounts the lives of a family 
living on the property in the 19th century. Carbery 
captured a world of traditions, folklore, and rural 
life, depicting a place where the rhythms of farm life, 
ancient customs, and Irish mythology intertwined. 
The book portrays scenes of evenings spent by the 
hearth, listening to tales of fairies and banshees, while 
the piper played and the spinning-woman worked 
her wheel. The area is steeped in history, from the 
Grange Stone Circle, aligned with the summer 
solstice, to the hill of Knockadoon, believed to be the 
resting place of the warrior goddess Áine.

In recent years, the property underwent a 
comprehensive renovation under the direction of 
architect Michael Pledge, transforming it into a 
residence of exceptional character and luxury. 





The gardens include approx. 750 native and species 
shrubs planted in 2021, and complement the existing 
mature native trees on the estate. 

THE FARM

The Farm is an extraordinary property that 
exemplifies refined country living while embracing 
its rich heritage. Comprising four distinct living areas, 
the Main House, Pool House, Guest House, and 
Staff Quarters, the property is thoughtfully arranged 
around a meticulously landscaped courtyard. Architect 
Michael Pledge has masterfully reimagined the 
historic farmhouse, creating a residence that blends 
period features with contemporary luxury finishes.

The Main House, originally a 19th-century 
farmhouse, is accessed through the former West 
Barn, entered through reclaimed Indian temple doors. 
Inside, the entrance hallway features barn railing, 
solid oak doors, original exposed stonework, and tiled 
floors, setting the tone for the refined interiors. The 
centrepiece of  the converted barn is now an expansive 
open-plan living space with vaulted ceilings, original 
beams, electric skylights, and a striking hand-painted 
voile ceiling art installation by artist Patty Hudak. 
Titled ‘Sailing to Byzantium,’ (suggested by the poem 
of the same name, by William Butler Yeats) the voile 
creates a sail-like effect when the skylights are open, 
adding a dramatic visual dimension to the room.

This living area includes bespoke cabinetry, a dining 
area with most of an original apothecary bookcase 
and library lighting, and a kitchen fitted with stone 
countertops, a Belfast sink, integrated gas and electric 
ovens, in the classic AGA range. A stable half door 
opens to the courtyard, establishing a fluid connection 
between indoor and outdoor spaces. The original farm 
house includes two spacious ground-floor bedrooms, 
each of which is complemented by ensuite bathrooms, 
both thoughtfully designed to be wheelchair 
accessible. They are elegantly finished with bespoke 
cabinetry and feature one luxurious freestanding 
clawfoot bathtub. 

The bedrooms can be conveniently accessed through 
the conservatory hall, creating a seamless flow 
throughout the space. Both bedrooms have access to 
a private door which would have been the original 
front door opening directly to the garden, offering 
breathtaking views of the lake. This serene outdoor 

space includes a full croquet lawn, meticulously 
maintained to professional standards, providing an 
ideal setting for leisurely afternoons.

A set of stairs ascends to the upper level, where a 
further bedroom, a well-appointed bathroom and 
Dressing Room await.  This upstairs retreat includes 
a minstrel’s gallery or reading room which provides a 
tranquil retreat with panoramic views of Lough Gur. 

A separate hallway off the main living area leads to 
a study, again fitted with portions of the substantial 
apothecary bookcase. Moving back into the hallway, 
one is lead to the Pool House, a spa-like oasis featuring 
a 20m infinity pool trimmed in Turkish tiles, a sauna, 
changing room with shower facilities for adults and 
children. The pool area is designed to give off a 
sense of calm, with Portuguese tile art decorating the 
interior walls and floor-to-ceiling glass walls framing 
the landscaped gardens.

On the opposite side of the courtyard, the Guest 
House offers self-contained accommodation, 
comprising two bedrooms, a wheelchair-accessible 
bathroom and an upstairs shower room, a nursery 
or play room,  a fully equipped kitchen, and spacious 
living-dining areas with a working stove between 
them. The guest residence is perfect for extended 
family or guests seeking privacy. 

The Staff Quarters provide additional living space, 
including a bedroom, large bathroom and living room, 
designed to the same high standard as the main house. 
This area, known as the North Barn originally, has an 
extra WC and Cloakroom with Washer/Dryer for 
outside workers.

GROUNDS AND EQUESTRIAN 
FACILITIES

The gardens at The Retreat have been thoughtfully 
designed, and extend across approx. 4 acres surrounded 
by 36 hectares (90 acres) of prime pastureland ideal 
for grazing. The land is divided into 13 stock-fenced 
fields, particularly suitable for sheep, cattle, and one 
area ideal for hill training.

The Equestrian facilities include a barn with two 
foaling units, rubber matting, and a dedicated rubber 
matting sand turnout area. 





A small paddock encloses a circular walkway for 
showing yearlings or mares and foals. The adjacent 
large storage space, currently used to house farm and 
gardening equipment, offers potential for conversion 
to a gym or workshop. 

Behind the American Barn, is a Kitchen Garden laid 
out in raised beds.

The former bull pen has been reimagined as Orchard 
and Nuttery with stunning stone-walled enclosure of 
wild bedding plants with climbing roses cascading 
over the trellised walls and planted with fruit trees, 
raspberries and a variety of bamboo,. 

Positioned around the residence are several secluded 
patio areas, ideal for outdoor dining or quiet reflection. 
The West patios have raised beds and large urns filled 
with perennials, with box hedging, providing a vibrant 
and structured aesthetic 

Beyond the patio are mature chestnut, beech and 
recently planted cherry and medlar trees among which 
thrive a mass of hydrangeas, roses and agapanthus.

Double beech hedging, and beech trees, frame the 
gardens, adding to the property’s sense of seclusion 
and grandeur. Mowed walkways wind through the 
farm, perfect for leisurely strolls while taking in the 
scenic views of the surrounding landscape and Lough. 
Deterrent speakers are strategically placed throughout 
the exterior, enhancing the security system provided by 
SEAKEL, which includes CCTV, fire, and burglary 
protection. Additionally, the property benefits from 
direct access to Lough Gur. 

The courtyard quadrangle is divided into upper 
and lower quads. It has direct access to each of the 
4 buildings with a glazed patio providing protection 
in inclement weather. The beds and urns have 
metal frames supporting Clematis, honeysuckle 
and climbing roses. Terracotta urns are planted with 
Camelias, Daphnes and Edgworthia, ensuring scent 
and colour every day of the year. A wall fountain and 
ornamental well add additional symmetry.

LOCATION

The Retreat,  Lough Gur is set in one of Ireland’s 
most historically rich and visually striking landscapes. 

Overlooking the mystical Lough Gur, the property is 
immersed in centuries of folklore, archaeology, and 
natural beauty. The area is renowned for its Neolithic 
stone circle. the largest in Ireland, and the legendary 
hill of Knockadoon, believed to be the resting place of 
warrior goddess Áine. Grange Stone Circle is older 
than its offspring at Newgrange, and also aligned with 
the summer solstice. It stands as a testament to the 
area’s ancient past.

Despite its serene and private setting, the property is 
conveniently located just 25 minutes from Limerick 
City, providing access to premier shopping, dining, and 
cultural attractions. The vibrant city offers excellent 
educational institutions, including the University of 
Limerick, while also serving as a hub for business and 
commerce.

For those requiring international travel, Shannon 
Airport is approximately 45 minutes away, offering 
direct flights to the UK, Europe, and full pre-clearance 
to the U.S. Additionally, the nearby villages of Bruff 
and Kilmallock provide charming local amenities, 
boutique shops, pubs and cafés, adding to the area’s 
distinct character and appeal. Overlooking the 
historic Lough Gur, a site of immense archaeological 
and cultural significance, the property is surrounded 
by rich pastureland and wooded hills, making it a 
haven for nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

SERVICES | Mains electricity, Air to hot water 
zoned heating, fibreoptic broadband, Advanced 
security system by SEAKEL, covering CCTV, fire, 
and burglary protection, private 2 well water supplies 
& biocycle septic tank. 

SALE METHOD | Private Treaty.

FIXTURES & FITTINGS | All fitted carpets, white 
goods & Aga are included in the sale. 

TENURE & POSSESSION | The property is offered 
for sale freehold with vacant possession being given at 
the closing of sale.

VIEWING | Strictly By Private Appointment. 





FLOOR PLANS



A full copy of our general brochure conditions can be viewed on our website at http://www.sherryfitz.ie/terms, or can be requested from your local Sherry FitzGerald office. We strongly recommend that you familiarise yourself with these general conditions. While 
care has been taken to ensure that information contained in Sherry FitzGerald publications is correct at the time of publication, changes in circumstances after the time of publication may impact on the accuracy of this information. PSRA numbers 001628 & 001727
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